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31st  DECEMBER,  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1925. 
This,  my  first  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  to 
1)6  a Survey  Report  as  defined  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  648,  which  requires  very  much  more 
detail  than  usual. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  1196  acres. 

Population. — Census,  1921  ...  7,753. 

,,  Estimated,  1925  ...  7,967. 

The  AVestinghouse  Brake  Works,  Nestles  Milk 
Factory  and  the  Royal  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory  are 
the  three  largest  industries.  None  have  any  influence 
on  the  health  of  the  neighbourhood. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  1900. 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921).  2000. 

Rateable  value,  £44,306. 

Sum  re})resented  by  a penny  rate,  £165. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

year 

are : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Births. — Legitimate 

114 

56 

58 

,,  Illegitimate 

o 

...  o 

1 

2 

Birth  Rate,  14.7. 

Deaths 

85 

35 

50 

Death  Rate,  10.6. 

Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — Legitimate  3 2 

Illegitimate  nil  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  13. 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  13. 

Deaths  from  IHiinionary  Tul)erciilosis,  5 

Hospitals. 

(1)  For  Tuberculosis. — The  County  Council  Sanatoria 
are  availal)le  for  inmates  of  the  Borough. 

(2)  Maternity. — The  Corsham  Maternity  Hospital  is 
available  for  a few  cases. 

(3)  Other  Hospitals. — Chippenham  Cottage  Hospital 
is  supi^orted  by  voluntary  contributions  and 
staffed  by  Practitioners  within  the  Borough.  For 
other  cases  the  Hospitals  in  Bath  are  available. 

(4)  Fever. — Chippenham  Isolation  Hospital  is  su])- 
ported  l)y  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of 
Chippenham.  An  arrangement  has  now  been 
entered  upon  with  Malmesbury,  whose  represen- 
tatives are  joining  the  Joint  Board  of  the  Hospital, 
and  an  extension  of  accommodation  will  be 
commenced  during  1926. 


Amlnilance  Facilities. — There  is  an  ambulance  for 
infections  cases  in  connection  with  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  British  Bed  Cross  Society  have 
stationed  one  ambulance  within  the  Borough  for 
non  infectious  or  accident  cases. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

(1)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a whole  time 
Public  Health  Officer  devoting  a portion  of  his 
time  to  the  affairs  of  the  Borough. 

(2)  . The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector 

under  the  Public  Health  1924  Meat  Pegulations 
combines  these  duties  with  those  of  Borough 
Surveyor. 

Nuksing  Sekvices  and  Mid  wives  are  supervised  by  the 
County  Council.  Three  certified  midwives  have 
given  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  within 
the  Borough.  One  of  these  is  a resident  at  the 
Infirmary. 


Legislation  in  Force. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890. 

2.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890.  Parts 
I,  II  and  III. 

2.  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892. 

4.  Puldic  Health  Acts  xAinendment  Act  1907, 

Part  II.  Sec.  15-25  and  27-33. 

Part  III. 

Part  IV.  Sec.  52-60  and  62-67. 

Part  V. 
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5.  Byelaws  dated  February  2iid,  1892,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  1875  with  respect  to  Footways 
and  Pavements,  Nuisances,  Common  Lodging- 
Houses,  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Slaughter- 
houses and  Offensive  Trades. 

6.  Pegulations  dated  April  4th,  1912,  with  respect  to 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

7.  Byelaws  dated  April  4th,  1922,  with  res})ect  to 
Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

8.  Byelaws  in  respect  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
dated  April  21st,  1925. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Watpuj. — There  is  a eonstant  sup})ly  to  the  whole 
town,  the  source  of  which  is  the  Councirs  artesian 
well.  The  well  is  7(3  feet  deep,  below  which  a 
boring  reaches  another  62  feet,  making  128  feet  in 
all.  In  March  1925  water  was  overflowing  at  the 
surface,  600,000  gallons  daily  being  available. 

The  water  is  pure  in  quality  but  contains 
33  degrees  of  hardness  and  comes  from  the  Great 
Oolite  Limestone.  The  water  is  icrated  and 
filtered  prior  to  distribution  via  the  high  let^el  and 
low  level  reservoirs. 

Eiveks  and  Stkeams. — The  River  Avon  hows  through 
the  Town.  No  complaints  of  its  pollution  during 
its  course  have  been  received.  Low  lying  portions 
of  the  town  are  subject  to  inundation  in  times  of 
flood. 

Dkainage  and  Seweeage. — Most  of  the  Borough  is 
sewered  with  earthenware  socketted  })ipes.  Six 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  nine  inch  sewer  have 
been  laid  this  year  in  the  Wood  Lane  and 
Crickett’s  Lane  district. 
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Both  the  Westmead  and  Patterdown  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  have  recently  been  brought  up  to 
date  by  the  installation  of  Rotary  Distributors. 
The  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  Borough  is  treated 
at  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  works.  The 
effluents  from  both  are  subjected  to  a rough  test 
every  week,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  1925 
this  proved  satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  no  privies  in  the 
Borough,  with  about  tAvo  exceptions.  All  the 
closets  are  either  water  closets  or  pan  closets 
without  fixed  means  of  flushing. 

Scavenging. — All  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
scavenged  twice  per  Aveek.  The  refuse  is  taken  to 
a tip  near  the  Sewage  Works  and  beyond  the 
Borough  boundary  near  Crickett’s  Lane,  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  nearest  dwelling  house. 

Complaints  have  been  made  of  the  bloAving 
about  of  paper,  etc.,  so  as  to  cause  a nuisance,  and 
also  the  })resence  of  rats,  but  such  stejis  as  are 
})Ossible  liave  l)een  taken  to  remedy  matters.  In 
Acet  Aveatlier  the  approach  lAccomos  boggy  and 
most  difficult. 

Smoke  Abateaients — A case  of  nuisance  has  come  under 
notice  of  the  Council  and  has  noAv  been  remedied. 

Premises  and  Occupaticns  which  can  be  Controlled 
by  Bye-laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  tAvo  common  lodging  houses  Avhich 
are  registered  and  inspected,  one  offensive  trade 
(fellmonger),  and  eleven  slaughterhouses. 

During  the  year  tAvo  Statutory  notices  Avere 
served,  both  of  Avhich  AA^ere  complied  Avith. 
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Housing. 

1.  General  Housing  Conditions — There  is  a general 
shortage  of  houses  in  the  Borough  and  there  are 
approximately  80  houses  now  oceupied  which  have 
l:)een  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  haliitation. 

The  Council  have  built  20  cottages  this  year, 
and  are  continuing  to  erect  more  as  each  Contract 
is  completed.  During  the  last  five  years  110 
cottages  have  l)een  built  by  this  local  authority. 

2.  Overcrowding. — Several  cases  have  been  discovered, 
but,  without  alternative  accommodation,  these  are, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  unfit  houses,  dihicult  to 
deal  with  in  any  satisfactory  manner. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  standard  of  property  in 
the  Town  being  largely  of  considerable  age,  con- 
stant small  repairs  to  roofs,  floors  and  jiaving  are 
necessary. 

4.  Unhealthy  Areas. — No  important  work  has  been 
done. 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  20 

(2)  By  other  bodies  o"  persons  ...  12 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling 
houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  198 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Begula- 
tions  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidaded 
Reg.  1925  ...  — 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion . . . ' 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 
of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonal)lY  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices — 


Numl:)er  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  conse(|uence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Act  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners 
of  intention  to  close 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . 25 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — • 

(3)  Number  of  d^\elling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Eight  retailers  of  milk  and  five 
cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Wholesale  Purveyors 
of  Milk  are  registered.  Their  i^remses  are  sub- 
ject to  inspection. 
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(b)  Meat. — Under  the  Public  Health  Meat  Kegiila- 
tions  1924  notifications  of  killings  have  been  sent 
in  with  regularity  by  the  butchers.  Up  to  the 
end  of  1925  three  beasts,  3 pigs  were  wholly  con- 
demned, and  also  portions  of  8 other  pigs.  These 
figures' have  during  the  first  three  months  of  1926 
been  exceeded  owing  to  increased  inspection. 

(c)  Other  Foods. — Several  consignments  of  fish  have 
been  destroyed  as  unfit  tor  food  owing  to  decom- 
})Osition. 

The  Bakehouses,  of  which  there  are  ten 
registered,  have  been  inspected  and  lime-washing 
carried  out  on  tlie  appointed  dates. 


Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
During  the  Year  1925. 


I)i<euso. 

Total  Oases 
Notified. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

5 

nil 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

nil 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

nil 

nil 

A cute  Poliomvelitis 

1 

nil 

nil 

During  1925  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  noti- 
fiable disease. 

In  July  there  was  an  outbreak  of  contagious 
conjunctivitis  (pink  eye)  which  affected  school  atten- 
dances somewhat,  but  was  mild  in  character. 

It  was  dealt  with  by  exclusion  from  school  and  by 
impressing  upon  parents  the  need  for  prompt  treat- 
ment by  their  own  doctor. 

A supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  which  is  available  for  the  use  of 
practitioners  within  the  Joint  Hospital  area. 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  Sulphur  JJioxide. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

1 Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non  Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non  Pulmonary, 

Aye  Teriods. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

— 

1 

3 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

z z 

i 1 

2 

20 

— 

2 

— 

i 

— 



25 

2 

2 

i 







35 

1 

2 

— 1 1 

— 

1 

1 

45 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 



55 

5 

11 

1 1 

1 

1 

4 

0 0 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  B.  LOWE, 
Medieal  Officer  of  Health. 
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